
the prairie.  During the past 

three years the Center has 

focused on reestablishing the 

prairie and has planted many 

native forbs and grasses.  The 

prairie will also be the focus 

for the upcoming Literary 

Garden.  Therefore, estab-

lishing the Centerõs grove as 

part of this area, seemed like 

a perfect marriage. 

 
In the fall of 2008, twenty-

seven families sponsored and 

planted their trees.    When 

you come out and visit the 

Center and you see the trees, 

remember that each tree has 

its own story.  Each story 

tells of a parentõs love, a spe-

cial commitment and a true 

regard for the environment.   

All these stories enhance the 

Centerõs charm and collec-

tively add to its most recent 

addition, Prairie Grove. 

   

   JC 

The Center added thirty-

seven trees to its grounds in 

2008.  Twenty-nine of those 

trees were added to the 

north side of the prairie in 

collaboration with the Chil-

dren and Elder Forest.  Joe 

Grabill, the director of the 

CEF, approached me about 

the idea a couple of years ago 

at the Sustainability Fair at 

IWU.  

 

The Children and Elder For-

est is a local organization that 

seeks to deepen the bonds 

between the generations 

while at the same time plant-

ing more indigenous trees in 

groves, thereby increasing the 

quality of life in Normal-

Bloomington.  For the Center 

there were many advantages 

to such collaboration.   

 

First, as the Center was only 

in its third year and was used 

as farm land, previously it had 

no significant planting of trees 

on its twelve acres.  Second, 

the Centerõs philosophy of 

planting native and sustainable 

plants follows the Children & 

Elders Forest mandate of 

planting native trees.  Planting 

native trees makes for har-

dier pest resistant trees that 

ensure longevity for our local 

indigenous populations.   

Third, the Center seeks to 

have collaborations within the 

community.  This collabora-

tion is ideal because it tran-

scends all age groups; 

thereby, further increasing 

awareness of the Center.  

Finally, the collaboration, 

which is a fundraiser, in-

creases the Centerõs advance-

ment while assuaging its lim-

ited budget.  

The Centerõs conceptual plan 

has many trees planned 

throughout its grounds, in-

cluding a small stand north of 

  Prairie Grove 

F E B R U A R Y  2 2 ,  2 0 0 9  V O L U M E  I I  I S S U E  I

Hours of operation:  

Dawn to dusk 
 
Location:  

The Center is located 
on Raab Road in Nor-

mal between Heartland 
and Lincoln Colleges. 

Cucurbits: Plants in the 

gourd family such as 

cucumbers, squash, 

pumpkins or melons 

The ISU Horticulture 

Center is part of the 
Department of Agricul-
ture. 

 
For more information 
about the Center con-
tact Jessica Chambers 

at 309-438-3496 or e-
mail at horticul-
ture@ilstu.edu 

Carol and Roy sponsor a Swamp 

White Oak. 

Mike and volunteers planting an alder. 



 

Birthdays are meant to be celebrated.  They give us a reason 

to pause and to be thankful for who we are, for all that we 

have been given and all that we have yet to become.   On Oc-

tober 4th the Center celebrated its 3rd birthday.  Not its offi-

cial birthday but what I like to think of as its birthday.  

 

It was a perfect fall day, lots of sunshine and blue sky.  It was 

not too hot nor was it too cold.  There was a big white tent.  

People of all ages came with expectations of fall fun.  No tra-

ditional birthday cake, but there were caramel apples, pop-

corn and cookies.    No clowns, but there were scarecrows 

parading their fall garb.  No balloons, but there were lots of 

round pumpkins, gourds and squash.   

 

As the attendees left that day they all took home a gift.  There 

were people who learned something new about cucurbits.  

Others enjoyed the gardens and the fresh air.  Some had the 

opportunity to spend time with their love ones.  And some of 

us enjoyed the comradery of carrying out an event like the 

festival.  And in turn, with each passing birthday all of these 

experiences become gifts for the Center, helping to make it 

into a very special place here in our community.    

   

   

Happy 3rd Birthday  

Horticulture Center! 


