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Conifers, or cone-bearing plants, are one of the most diverse and
widely -adapted plant groups in the world . The Great Basin Bristlecone
Pine at 4,900 years, the California Redwood at 379 feet, and the Giant
Sequoia at 12,334,000 pounds hold records for the oldest, tallest, and
most massiveplants on earth.

While these traits may not be desired by most gardeners, thousands of
selections made from over 100 species are quite well -suited to the
,ÐËÞÌÚÛɀÚgrowing conditions .

Becauseconifers continue to grow as long as they are living, they are
measured by annual rate of growth rather than ultimate size. They are
classified according to the American Conifer 2ÖÊÐÌÛàɀÚfollowing size
classes.

Large: 12Ƕɂper year (15ɀplus in first ten years)
Intermediate : 6-12ɂper year (6-15ɀin first ten years)
Dwarf : 1-6ɂper year (1-6ɀin first ten years)
Miniature : <1ɂper year (Under 1ɀin first ten years)

A variety of growth habits manifest themselves in each category
including narrow columns, globes or mounds, artistic weepers that hang
like curtains, abstract living sculpture, and of course, the familiar conical
pyramids that have becomecommonplace.

Conifers, with their permanence and substantial architecture, provide the
backbone of the garden as they set off other plants that wax and wane with the
seasons. The variety of growth habits provide gardeners with numerous
opportunities to personalize their gardens.

Why Conifers?



The Pinetumat the ISU Horticulture Center

In order to enhancethe mission of the Horticulture Center at Illinois
State University of promoting sustainable, smart plant choices that
everyone can enjoy, a collection of conifers, also known as a Pinetum,
will begin construction this spring . The focus of the garden will be the
diverse nature of these plants and their suitability for the home
landscapein Central Illinois .

The garden will showcase over 100 conifers, mostly dwarf in size,
which provide colorful and artistic plant choices for gardeners
challenged by ÛÖËÈàɀÚever-shrinking urban or suburban lots.

Our Mission:

ÅTo provide a public resource for community residents, campus
visitors, and horticulture professionals to study and observe conifers
in a landscapeor garden setting.

ÅTo expand the resources available to the Illinois State University
faculty and students for classes including plant identification,
landscapeand turfgrass management,and garden design principles .

ÅTo assessthe adaptability of different conifers in Central Illinois for
professional and homeowner decision making .

ÅTo enhance the overall aesthetics of the Illinois State University
Horticulture Center

.

In order to meet these goals, we are in need of
support . Pleaseconsider making a donation in
order to make this garden a reality in our own
community .
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Not all conifers are evergreen. The word conifer simply identifies a plant as one
that bears cones (as opposed to other plants that bear flowers) . In fact, there are
deciduous conifers aswell asthose with foliage other than green

Larches, Baldcypress, Dawn Redwood, and ÊÖÕÐÍÌÙÚɀclose relative, Gingko, all
lose their leaves in the fall like the more familiar shade trees. Larches and Ginkgo
exhibit an intense yellow fall color, while Baldcypress and Dawn Redwood are
bronze and burnt -orange.

The most frequently used conifers in the landscape are easily overlooked, but
many fine selections have been made that make striking departures from the
traditional green ɁÌÝÌÙÎÙÌÌÕÚɂ. Such plants may exhibit variations in foliage colors
from light to dark green, many hues of blue, silver, yellow or gold, to even orange or
plum purple .

Variegated conifers may have green or blue foliage with yellow or cream-colored
tips or randomized patches. Emerging coneson particular selectionsmay lead one to
believe the plants are ɁÉÓÖÖÔÐÕÎɂas they can be bright pink, rose-red, or even
indigo -blue.

Some conifers are even planted for their showy orange, white, or camouflage-
pattern bark.

The following pictures only hint at the vast array of foliage colors and variegation,
new shoot appearance,cone color, and foliage texture available to augment the avid
gardener's plant palette. All pictured selectionswill be included in the ISU Pinetum.
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