
cucurbits
plants in the gourd family, such as 

cucumbers, squash, pumpkins, or melons

fall•2010

Horticulture  
Center 

Illinois State University



2 Horticulture Center • Fall 2010

Grant Walsh is a Department of Fine Art undergraduate, double majoring in photogra-
phy and graphic design. This year’s theme for the center, Sculptures in the Garden, originally 
came from Walsh. He wanted to construct sculptures out of recycled materials and connect 
their meaning to pertinent environmental issues that affect all of us. Walsh will show six pieces, 
including two sculptures from last year: Sow Your Seeds, Infertile Soil and the Shelter.

Flight of the Bee—made from recycled aluminum cans in the shape of a honeycomb empha-
sizing the plight of honeybees.

Pinwheels—made from PVC pipe and canvas–the pinwheels accentuate the need for alter-
native forms of energy.

The Dinner Fork—Giant forks made from plywood focusing on the food issues that affect all 
omnivores from the field to the dinner plate.

Bluebells—Wind chimes made from 2 liter soda bottles highlighting the amount of plastic 
products that are produced and used.

Sculptures in the Garden
The garden will feature sculptures from three 
artists. All of the sculptures draw upon prevalent 
environmental concerns in order to foster awareness. 
Sculptures will be on display through Homecoming, 
October 11–17.

Sculptors 
include
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Mac Condill is a 1999 agriculture alumnus from Illinois State University. Condill and 
his family own the Great Pumpkin Patch in Arthur. Purveyors of all things having to do with 
cucurbits (pumpkins, gourds, and squash) Condill grows over 400 different varieties. The 
cucurbits are also the focus for Condill’s Homestead Bakery, where you can find such things 
as pumpkin bars and cookies. He has opened Homestead Seeds, which continues the family 
tradition selling heirloom cucurbit seed.

The Quirky Cucurbits—will showcase the diversity of the pumpkin family and will include 
many heirloom varieties, some of which are all but extinct because of the push towards hy-
brids in the pumpkin industry. Much like keeping the rainforest from being cut down is the 
importance of keeping these heirloom cucurbit varieties around is for genetic purposes as well 
as their edible and historical significance. Many cultures have been sustained by members of 
this wonderful plant family. 
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Jeff Garland received his bachelor of fine art from Illinois State University in the early 
’90s and his master of fine art from Washington University in St Louis in ’94. He has been 
teaching full time for 15 years and is now at Illinois College in Jacksonville. He began paint-
ing the prairie 25 years ago after a long trip through Illinois and Wisconsin. Watching the 
grass move with the wind and the variety of textures it created started him on a path to recre-
ate this sensation in his work. Through various mediums, his work became kinetic and inter-
acted with its surroundings. His outdoor works celebrate nature with their kinetic elements 
that move like the grass and animals over a rolling prairie.

ISU Piece
Vases
Prairie Totems
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Fall is right around the corner and so is our annual Autumnal Festival! Mark your calendars 
for October 2 because this is one festival you will not want to miss. Our Autumnal Festival is 
not only a time to showcase all of the hard work and dedication put into the center throughout 
the year but also to celebrate autumn and everything it has to offer. This year’s festival is extra 
special because we will also be celebrating an important birthday…the Horticulture Center is 
turning five!  

The center’s Autumnal Festival provides fun for all ages. Come get lost in our 3-acre corn 
maze, bid on (and maybe take home) your favorite Scarecrow on Parade, or go for a relax-
ing stroll through the gardens. A multitude of children’s activities will take place throughout 
the day, including crafts, games, and a scavenger hunt. We will also be selling more than 60 
varieties of cucurbits (pumpkins, gourds, and squash) that were grown at the center this year. 
(A huge thanks to Mac Condill and The Great Pumpkin Patch in Arthur for donating the 
seeds and making the festival possible!) Be sure to check out the Horticulture Center website 
for additional activities and times. Join the autumnal celebration and help give the center an 
unforgettable fifth birthday party! We will be there rain or shine!

AUTUMNAL 
FESTIVAL by Brittnay Whitted

Saturday, October 2 • 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
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Children’s Garden Party by Kate Arthur

Even as the steel-gray clouds rolled in, the children continued patiently coloring their insects, and parents 
crouched in the garden guiding tiny hands planting asters. 

It was the Children’s Garden Party, and they weren’t going to let a little summer storm stop them. But 
the evening came to an abrupt end when the winds started flapping the tents and it became obvious a storm 
was imminent.

It’s just that no one wanted the party that began so 
sweetly to end.

Visitors started at the honeybee’s nest, also known 
as the food tent, greeted by head beekeeper Kent Sey-
mour. All of the buzz was around the incredibly chewy 
honey cookies and a life-sized honeycomb made of 
hundreds of recycled aluminum cans.

A few steps away in the Children’s Garden, families 
were challenged to go on a “seek and find,” investi-
gating the garden to find the stiff flower that felt like 
straw, twisted grass, and gigantic metal ants. The June 
23 event brought out more than 200 visitors, which 
topped previous garden parties. 

 “Despite the skies and hot weather, it was amaz-
ing to see so many people coming down into the 

gardens,” said Jessica Chambers. “Some were discovering it for the first time and couldn’t believe they were 
welcome to come back and visit anytime.”

A popular station was the lawn ornament tent where children could make whirly-gigs, flowers, or insects 
out of recycled plastic bottles. Butterflies and fireflies took flight with pipe cleaner antennas.  Janet Tulley 
volunteered at the tent along with her husband, John, and their two children.  

“I think we saw almost every child who was there that night,” she said. “There was one boy about 5 years 
old and was just so particular about what he was doing. He would not leave his station until every last part of 
that bug was colored navy blue. He was a very careful artist. He did not have blue hands, which was remark-
able given the fact that every last iota of that bug was blue, and he had a permanent marker in his hand.”

Inside the garden children were digging child-sized holes and planting asters, delicately holding the 
limp annuals between chubby fingers. Others worked diligently 
on a community sculpture using feathers, string, and other crafts 
retired teacher Kate Chambers brought out of a box she’d kept be-
cause she thought she might use it someday.  She and her husband, 
John, guided the hands that created the sculpture that is weathering 
well in the garden.

And Kent found the perfect words to describe what he called 
the best-kept secret of the night.

“Children were allowed to be children, playing in a wide open 
space, free to meander, explore, touch, smell, dig, and plant. And in 
the end, sticky hands were cleansed, volumes of fresh air inhaled, 
and a good night of sleep awaited every participant.”    

Volunteers included.
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My family and I just returned from our summer vacation driving through the 
four corners area in the southwest. Many people do not like being in the car 
for so many miles, but I love it. I enjoy spending the time in the car with my 
family, and I love watching the topography change as you drive from state to 
state. One of the places we visited was Monument Valley, which is on the Na-
vajo reservation on the Arizona/Utah border. Monument Valley was made fa-
mous by John Wayne and was depicted in several of his films, including She 
Wore a Yellow Ribbon and Stagecoach. The monuments include two buttes in 
the shape of mittens that are made of several shades of red sandstone. People 
come out to photograph them from sunrise to sunset. While you are there you 
can visit the different places that John Wayne liked to spend his time.

On the way home we took I-80 through Nebraska and Iowa. Along the 
way I noticed that there was a sign at Winterset, Iowa, where you could visit 
John Wayne’s birthplace and where he grew up. Shortly after returning home 
my third run-in with the “Duke” came as I was reading the latest edition of 
Midwest Living. I read his quote about the American flag. The quote stood out 
to me for several reasons. The first one (call me superstitious) was that in a 
week’s time I had come across John Wayne in some format three times.

Second—I liked the quote. I know that our country isn’t perfect as the last year or two have 
shown us (the recession, bank bailout, oil spill, etc.) but as I tell my kids, especially my daugh-
ter, we are so lucky to live in a country where there are possibilities—where you can grow up 
and do what you want to do. And after traveling more than 3,000 miles this summer, I can say 
that our country is filled with beauty. 

But I think why the quote resonated with me the most was because it connected me to the 
celebration at the center on the 4th. For me the 4th at the Hort is the event that I get to enjoy 
the most. The preparation for the event is mostly done by the Whitted family, who take the 
time from their busy schedules to make delicious homemade vanilla ice cream and fruit pies 
for all of us. (I heard Anna Tulley [age 10] say that her favorite part of the evening was the ice 
cream and pie!)  As I ate my portion I sat in my chair and looked at all of the different families 
sitting together—many not knowing each other—but enjoying togetherness. 

The night ends with what feels like our very own spectacular firework display. Together-
ness, ice cream and pie, and fireworks—it is, in my opinion, the essence of how we should 
celebrate this great country of ours on its birthday. 

“
”

Sure I wave the American flag. Do you know of a 
better flag to wave? Sure I love my country with all 
her faults. I’m not ashamed of that, never have been 
and never will be.

 —John Wayne

4th at the Hort by Jessica Chambers
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Poems by Kingsley  
Junior High by Jessica Chambers

Every spring , Kerry Tudor, a professor in the Agriculture Department, works 
with the McLean County Community COMPACT in their Sixth Grade Busi-
ness/Education Partnership program. This is an opportunity for several 
disciplines (animal science, soil science, horticulture) within our department 
to come and share our professions with a specified sixth grade class within 
our community.

In late April I went to Kingsley Junior High and spent about an hour 
talking to them about what I do as the director of the Horticulture Center. We 
also made decorative flowers out of 2-liter pop bottles for them to take home. 
Two weeks later they visited the center for about an hour. Their activity was 
to do a scavenger hunt throughout the center. One of the activities on the 
scavenger hunt was to write a poem. Here are some of their poems. 

The green sparkle of the garden was  
a beauty to my eyes.  
It had lots of flowers  
and pretty butterflies.  
—written by the “Black-eye Susans”

Hours spent in the garden 
Slipping by like water through the stream.  
Tall prairie grasses 
whisper to our happy ears.  
—written by the “Carnations”

All the colors surrounding you,  
all the plants blooming,  
the sun shining down, 
and the garden feeling whole.  
—written by the “Tulips”

As we stand by the prairie,  
and look to the sky,  
a bird sings a song,  
and swoops down by.  
—written by the “Roses”

Hidden Paradise by Annette Herman

The Horticulture Center is a beautiful place to be 

Extraordinary plants that you can see

Numerous gardens with a specific theme

Come see for yourself, to see what I mean

Have you ever just wanted to get away?

The Horticulture Center will make you want to stay

Peace, tranquility, and divine intervention is what you will find

The center is definitely one of a kind

I have grown to love the center

All of your cares disappear when you enter

The center was made with a lot of love

Definitely a gift from above
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I am an intern with the Sustainable Agriculture Program (SAP) at Heartland 
Community College. “Heartland Community College Sustainable Agricul-
ture Program offers an intensive job-training experience for low income 
individuals. Students participate in 
classroom training, field demonstration 
days, and work-study internships with 
local sustainable agriculture-related or-
ganizations.” My host site is the Illinois 
State University Horticulture Center. 
I work full time for Jessica Chambers, 
the director of the center.

 Working with Chambers, the 
agriculture staff, and the volunteers 
has been a very rewarding experience. 
Although the SAP is tailored for farms, 
the same principles apply at the center, 
which is a laboratory for students of all 
ages. A lot of pride and hard work goes 
into the center. I have learned how 
to care for the fruits, vegetables, and 
plants in a sustainable environment. 
A lot of hours have gone into weeding 
and watering, and of course more weeding and watering. I helped plant 1,000 
pumpkins for the fall festival. Seeing the pumpkins bear fruit is remarkable. 
Watching the process has been worth the grueling hours planting in the sun. 

My favorite gardens are the Vegetable and Children’s Gardens. Since 
late May, I have watched the Children’s Garden explode with vivacious colors 
and plants. My favorite in the garden is the Crayola and Chocolate Gardens 
because of the colors and textures. It is very enlightening to be a part of such 
an experience. The Vegetable Garden is a wonderful garden as well. While 
attending to the vegetables I have learned to appreciate farming. I have 
watched the vegetables germinate and bloom. It is amazing to see how your 
food is grown. I have not tasted tomatoes that are quite that good!  Not to 
mention it is economical and healthier to grow your own. 

Learning how to survey the land has been a personal challenge for me. 
I’m not quite the layman, but I am on my way. The experience at the Horticul-
ture Center has only reaffirmed my commitment to self, family, and com-
munity to pursue my own farm. This city girl has been converted and looks 
forward to harvest time! 

A growing passion for  
horticulture by Annette Herman
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Schedule of events
October 2, 9 a.m.–4 p.m., Horticulture Center 

Autumnal Festival 
Come and celebrate autumn with your family at our annual Autumnal 
Festival.  Enjoy family activities, purchase your pumpkins and gourds,  
get lost in our corn maze, and pick out your favorite scarecrow.  

November 12
Volunteer celebration

A private celebration for volunteers and staff

November 17,  10 a.m.–3 p.m., Brown Ballroom,  
Bone Student Center 

Healthy You, Healthy Earth
ISU’s annual wellness and environmental fair. The goal of the event is to highlight the seven 
dimensions of wellness, to share information, provide resources, and educate those in atten-
dance about healthy lifestyles and environmental stewardship.  

The center will have an information booth and exhibit.
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HOURS OF OPERATION
dawn to dusk

LOCATION
the center is located on Raab Road in Normal 
between Heartland and Lincoln Colleges.

the ISU Horticulture Center is part of the Department of Agriculture
within the College of Applied Science and Technology

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
contact Jessica Chambers at (309)-438-3496 
or e-mail Horticulture@IllinoisState.edu
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Campus Box 5020
Normal, IL 61790-5020


